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Abstract : As one of the most important ways to promote the development of firms, strategic alliance contributes
to acquiring complementary resources, creating idiosyncratic value and improving the competitive advantage. There-
fore, strategic alliance has been paid a lot of attention by scholars and practitioners since this particular business
form emerges. The first topic related to strategic alliance is the formation of strategic alliance. Almost all the people
care about is topic because of its importance. Scholars focus on the mechanism of strategic alliance form, and prac-
titioners focus on how to build a kind of strategic alliance. With the increasingly distinct impact of social network
and institution environment, it is necessary for both scholars and practitioners to consider the effects of social net-
work , institution environment and the interaction between them. Being a new management research method, theory
combining emerges during the recent years, and a large number of literatures discussed the definition, character
and effect of theory combining. In 2011, theory combining perspective was advanced in the special topic forum on
theory development of academy of management journal. There are a lot of advantages to explain firms’ behavior by
using theory combining perspective, for that it is difficult to talk about all things clearly with only one theory. It will
be more comprehensive to combine social network and institution environment together to explain the mechanism of
strategic alliance formation. Although social network and institution environment are both the important elements in
the strategic alliance formation, few researches integrated both theories together to explain the strategic alliance for-
mation before. As a new research method, theory combining can optimize and advance the existing theory base,
and create a new research perspective to explain the past researches. In this paper, strategic alliance formation is
studied based on the combining perspective from the social network and institution environment. Firstly, social net-
work and institution environment theory were reviewed and the complementary of the two theory perspectives were
discussed. Social network focused on betweeness and centrality. Betweeness is the connect relationship among the
different organization in social network, while centrality is the central intensity of specific organization in social net-
work. Environment theory focused on legitimacy and justice. Legitimacy is used to describe the acceptance of other
organizations in the environment, while justice is used to describe equal level that the organization is treated by the
environment. Then, based on the analysis of context ambidexterity and organizational ambidexterity, the relation-
ship and difference of context ambidexterity and organizational ambidexterity were discussed in order to build the
cross-level analysis model. Context ambidexterity indicates that there are two kinds of context factors, one is social
network , and the other is institution environment. Organizational ambidexterity also indicates that there two kinds of
organization embeddedness, one is structure embeddedness, and the other is relational embeddedness. Structure
embeddedness is used to describe the connection among the different organizations by formal organization relation-
ship. While relational embeddedness is used to describe the connection among the different organizations by infor-
mal organization relationship. After that, social network and institution environment are conjoined together and four
regions are formed which are betweeness and legitimacy, centrality and justice, betweeness and justice, centrality
and legitimacy. And we found that structure embeddedness is beneficial to the strategic alliance in the context of
centrality and justice, centrality and legitimacy; and relational embeddedness is beneficial to the strategic alliance
in the context of betweeness and legitimacy, betweeness and justice. With the theory combining perspective, the
mechanism of strategic alliance was explained in a comprehensive framework. This paper is a trying to explore the
application of theory combining in organization and firm field. With the application of theory combining, strategic
alliance formation was discussed from the perspective of social network and institution environment, and meaningful
results were found. More and more scholars begin to analyze the problem by using theory combing perspective. And
there will be a lot of advantages for scholars to use the theory combining perspective in the future.

Key Words: strategic alliance; social network; institution environment; theory combining; embeddedness;

ambidexterity
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